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To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Hebburn 
Urban  District  Council. 


Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  my  Fourth  Health 
Report  for  Hebburn. 

The  Vital  Statistics  show  practically  no  change  in  either 
the  Birth-Rate  or  the  Death-Rate. 

The  Infantile  Mortality  Rate  however  has  declined,  and 
at  110  per  1000  births  is  the  lowest  hitherto  recorded. 

Scarlet  Fever  was  violently  epidemic  all  through  the 
year  and  caused  8 deaths.  Measles  was  prevalent  during 
the  last  six  weeks  and  caused  29  deaths.  The  contrast  is 
noteworthy. 

The  outbreak  of  war  in  August  has  raised  new  sanitary 
problems,  owing  to  ^he  quartering  of  troops  in  buildings 
neither  designed  nor  quite  suitable  for  the  purpose.  Municipal 
enterprise  has  been  checked  and  even  so  important  a matter 
as  the  Housing  question  has  had  to  be  temporarily  shelved. 

I &m,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 


E.  E.  NORMAN. 
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Medical  Report. 


The  Urban  District  of  Hebburn  is  situated  in  the  North 
Eastern  corner  of  the  County  of  Durham.  The  Borough  of  Jarrow 
forms  its  eastern  boundary  and  the  Urban  District  of  Felling) 
with  the  South  Shields  Rural  District  its  southern  boundary,  while 
on  the  west  and  north  it  is  bounded  by  the  River  Tyne. 

The  Area  of  the  District  is  1354.4  acres,  of  which  160.9  acres 
are  permanently  under  water. 

There  are  Six  Wards: — 

Area  in  Population 
Acres.  1911  Census. 


West  Ward  

267.6 

. . . 3280 

Central  Ward  

38.7 

. . . 3393 

North  Ward  

185.5 

...  3553 

East  Ward  

138.5 

...  4307 

Victoria  Ward  

289.5 

. . . 2350 

South  Ward  

434.6 

. . . 4883 

Total 

1354.4 

21766 
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The  District  is  industrial  in  character  and  contains  many 
large  and  important  works.  These  comprise  two  shipbuilding 
yards,  two  copper  works,  alkali  works,  electric  works,  lead  works, 
coal  mines,  quarries,  etc.  The  greater  part  of  the  district  remains 
undeveloped,  most  of  the  houses  being  clustered  in  a comparatively 
small  area  and  several  acres  are  under  cultivation. 


PART  I. 

VITAL  STATISTICS. 


Population. 

The  Registrar  - General’s  estimate  of  the  population  of 
Plebburn,  which  is  based  on  the  census  returns  of  1911,  is  22,157. 
For  reasons  which  I crave  last  year  that  hmire  is  certainly  an 
under-estimate  and  I took  the  number  23,580  as  being  probably 
more,  accurate.  Then  the  town  was  crowded  and  every  house 
occupied,  and  as  conditions  remain  the  same  now  and  the  numbef 
of  houses  has  not  been  appreciably  added  to,  I have  estimated 
the  population  at  the  same  figure. 

Births. 

The  total  number  of  births  registered  during  1914  was  784, 
a decrease  of  27  on  the  number  for  the  previous  year.  There 
were  391  boys  and  393  girls,  and  27  were  illegitimate.  The 
birth-rate  for  the  year  was  33.2  per  1000,  which  may  be  compared 
with  previous  years  as  follows: — 


1910. 

1911. 

1912. 

1913. 

1914. 

Total  Births  ... 

...  709 

747 

761 

811 

784 

Birth-rate  

...  30.7 

34.3 

33.7 

34.3 

33,2 
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Comparison  of  Birth-rates. 


England  and  Wales  

97  large  towns  (including  London) 

145  lesser  towns  

Rural  England  and  Wales  

London.  

Countv  of  Durham  

Hebburn  


23.6  per  1000. 
24.9 


23.6 

21.9 


ri 


n 


24.6 

31.1 

33.2 


}} 

n 


Deaths. 

There  were  346  deaths  registered  in  the  district,  of  which 
18  were  non-residents.  On  the  other  hand  35  deaths  of  residents 
were  registered  elsewhere,  which  gives  a net  total  of  363.  The 
males  numbered  189  and  the  females  157.  The  death-rate  for 
the  year  was  15.6. 


1910. 

1911. 

1912. 

1913 

.1914. 

Total  Deaths  ... 

. . . 285 

340 

399 

361 

363 

Death-rate  

...  12 

16.5 

17.6 

15.3 

15.6 

Comparison  of  Death-rates. 

England  and  Wales  

97  large  towns  (including  London) 

145  lesser  towns  

Rural  England  and  Wales  

London  

County  of  Durham  

Hebburn  

Infantile  Mortality. 

The  number  of  deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  was  87,  of 
whom  27  died  within  four  weeks  of  birth.  The  Infantile  Mortality 
Rate  was  110,  which,  it  is  satisfactory  to  note,  is  the  lowest 
hitherto  recorded  in  this  district. 


13.9 

per  1000. 

14.6 

12.8 

:i 

13.3 

)) 

14.4 

j> 

14.9 

D 

15.6 

ii 
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1910.  1911.  1912.  1913.*  1914. 

Total  Deaths  under  one  year  80  94  120  98  87 

Death-rate  per  1000  births  112  125  158  122  110 


Comparison  of  Infantile  Mortality  Rates. 


England  and  Wales  

105 

per 

1000  births. 

97  large  towns  (including  London)  ... 

113 

145  lesser  towns  

104 

Rural  England  and  Wales  

93 

London  

103 

>> 

County  of  Durham  

134 

>5 

Hebburn  

110 

Zymotic  Diseases. 

The  Zymotic  Diseases  comprise  most 

of 

the 

compulsorily 

notifiable,  diseases,  and  in  addition,  Whooping  Cough,  Measles, 
and  Epidemic  Infantile  Diarrhoea. 


Disease. 

Total  Deaths  for 

Rate  for 
Hebburn. 
I9I4- 

Rate  for 
County  of 
Durham. 
1914. 

1912. 

1913- 

1914. 

Measles 

29 

7 

20 

1*23 

0*17 

Scarlet  Fever 

0 

1 

8 

0-33 

0*22 

Whooping  Cough  ... 

23 

3 

9 

0-37 

0*36 

Diphtheria  ... 

2 

4 

2 

o*o8 

0'23 

Enteric  Fever 

4 

2 

1 

0-04 

0*1  I 

Diarrhoea(under  2 yrs) 

18 

21 

0-76 

I -12 

Totals 

35 

70 

2 -8 1 

2*21 

Measles. 

Measles  was  absent  from  the  district  throughout  the  year 
until  the  latter  part  of  November,  when  an  epidemic  of  con- 


siderable  virulence  made  its  appearance.  By  the  end  of  December 
29  deaths  had  been  recorded,  all  but  two  being  below  the  age 


of  five  The  deaths  were  distributed  as  follows: 

West  Ward  

Central  Ward  

North  Ward  

East  Ward  

Victoria  Ward  

South  Ward  


2 

8 

6 

7 

1 


Total  

Scarlet  Fever. 


29 


Eight  deaths  were  caused  by  Scarlet  Fever,  a higher  number 
than  has  been  recorded  for  many  years.  As  however  the  disease 
prevailed  in  epidemic  f orm  throughout  the  year,  and  as  many  of 
the  cases  were  of  exceptional  severity,  the  result  may  be  regarded 
as  satisfactory.  There  were  four  deaths  in  the  South  Ward,  two 
in  the  North  and  one  each  in  the  Central  and  West.  * 


Whooping  Cough. 

This  disease  became  prevalent  in  April,  and  cases  occurred 
thence -forward  until  September.  Being  nearly  as  fatal  to  voung 
children  as  Measles,  it  is  not  surprising  to  find  that  there  were 
nine  deaths,  although  the  disease  was  at  no  time  widely  epidemic. 
Four  of  the  deaths  were  in  the  South  Ward,  two  in  the  West,  and 
one  each  in  the  Central,  North  and  East  Wards. 

Diphtheria. 


Sporadic  cases  of  Diphtheria  appeared  from  time  to  time, 
but  there  was  no  outbreak  of  a serious  nature.  Only  two  cases 
proved  fatal,  which  compares  favourably  with  past  records. 

Cases  notified.  Deaths. 


1909  

28 

1910  

35 

1911 

51 

1912 


2 


1913 


•i 


1914 


2 


38 
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Enteric  Fever. 

Only  one  death  was  caused  by  Enteric  Fever,  the  victim 
being  a young  man  resident  in  the  East  Ward.  Last  year  there 
were  two  deaths,  and  four  in  each  of  the  two  previous  years. 

Diarrhoea. 

Diarrhoea  caused  22  deaths,  17  being  infants  under  one  year. 
The  disease  was,  as  always,  most  prevalent  in  September,  in 
which  month  there  were  8 deaths.  Diarrhoea  is  a filth  disease 
and  is  spread  mainly  by  flies  contaminating  food  (especially  milk) 
and  it  may  rn  ot  be  without  significance  that  an  unduly  large 
proportion  of  the  fatal  cases  were  in  the  East  Ward,  where  the) 
sanitary  conditions  are  least  satisfactory. 

West  Ward  3 

Central  Ward  3 

North  Ward  2 

East  Ward  8 

Victoria  Ward  2 

South  Ward  4 


Total  22 

Influenza. 

Only  one  death  was  attributed  directly  to  Influenza,  but 
this  disease  is  s'o  often  the  forerunner  of  fatal  chest  affections 
that  in  all  probability  the  number  should  'be  much  greater. 

Consumption. 

Including  three  non-residents,  who  died  in  the  Sanatorium* 
there  were  39  deaths  from  Consumption.  This  number  shows 
a marked  increase  on  former  years,  which  is  a very  important  and 
serious  thing.  The  annexed  table  shows  the  number  of  deaths 
which  have  occurred  in  the  various  Wards  during  the  last  four 
years. 
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Deaths  from  Consumption. 


Ward. 

1911. 

1912. 

1913- 

1914. 

West  ... 

6 

5 

4 

5 

Central 

4 

3 

2 

6 

North  ... 

2 

3 

9 

2 

East  ...  ...  ... 

2 

2 

3 

7 

Victoria 

0 

2 

3 

3 

South  ... 

12 

4 

4 

*3 

Totals 

26 

19 

25 

36 

Other  Tuberculous  Diseases. 

3 here  ware  seventeen  deaths  from  Tuberculosis  of  organs 
other  than  the  lungs,  seven  of  them  being  Meningitis.  Tuber- 
culosis, therefore,  was  responsible  for  53  deaths  and  caused  a 
mortality  rate  of  2.3  per  thousand. 

Cancer. 


Malignant  disease  caused  1(5  deaths,  compared  with  13  in 
1913,  17  in  1912  and  20  In  1911.  They  occurred  in  the  following 
Wards : — « 


West  Ward  .... 
Central  Ward 
North  Ward  . 
East  Ward  .... 
Victoria  Ward 
South  Ward  . 


4 

5 

9 

-w 

1 

1 

Q 

O 


Total 


16 


Chest  Diseases. 


Diseases  of  the  respiratory  organs  always  are  responsible 
for  many  deaths  in  this  locality.  61  was  the  number  last  year, 
compared  with  54  in  1913,  76  in  1912,  and  68  in  1911.  They 
occurred  as  follows: — 


West  Ward  16 

Central  Ward  8 

North  Ward  8 

East  Ward  12 

Victoria  Ward  1 

South  Ward  16 


Total  61 


Heart  Disease. 

Heart  Disease  caused  31  deaths,  mainly  of  elderly  persons. 
Disease  of  the  kidneys  was  the  cause  of  eleven  deaths.  Chronic 
Alcoholism,  as  indicated  by  cirrhosis  of  the  liver,  was  the  cause 
of  death  in  three  cases. 

Twelve  deaths  were  caused  by  accidents. 

There  was  no  case  of  suicide. 


PART  II. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

The  total  number  of  notifications  of  cases  of  Infectious' 
Disease  (exclusive  of  Tuberculosis),  during  the  year  was  438. 
In  1913  there  were  242,  122  in  1912,  and  163  in  1911.  The 

formidable  increase  in  numbers  was  entirely  due  to  the  epidemic 
of  Scarlet  Fever. 


1 
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In  the  first  quarter  there  were  112  cases: 

Scarlet  Fever  92 

Diphtheria  11 

Enteric  Fever  1 

Erysipelas  8 


Total  112 

In  the  second  quarter  129: 

Scarlet  Fever  115 

Diphtheria  5 

Enteric  Fever  3 

Erysipelas  6 


Total  129 

In  the  third  quarter  96: 

Scarlet  Fever  73 

Diphtheria  10 

Enteric  Fever  8 

Erysipelas  3 

Polio-mvelitis  1 

j 

Ophthalmia  Neo-natorum  1 


Total  96 

In  the  fourth  quarter  100: 

Scarlet  Fever  72 

Diphtheria  12 

Enteric  Fever  4 

Erysipelas  10 

Polio -myelitis  1 

Ophthalmia  Neo-natorum  1 


Total  100 
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Of  these  cases  351  were  removed  to  Hospital,  which  is  by 
far  the  largest  number  that  the  Institution  has  ever  had  to  dea) 
with.  Such  as  had  perforce  to  remain  at  home  were  supplied 
with  disinfectants  and  with  printed  instructions  and  were  regularly 
visited  by  the  Assistant  Sanitary  Inspector.  At  the  end  of  the 
illness  the  bedding  and  clothes  were  taken  to  the  Thresh  Disin- 
fector  at  the  Hospital  and  the  house  was  disinfected  with  formalin. 

Scarlet  Fever. 


Scarlet  Fever  was  violently  epidemic  all  through  the  year. 
The  number  of  cases  reaching  the  record  total  of  352.  The 
whole  of  Tyneside  and  of  the  County  of  Durham  was  similarly 
affected,  but  the  Mid-Tyne  area  seems  to  have  suffered  the  most. 
PI  very  part  of  the  district  was  affected,  but  the  East  Ward,  true 
to  its  traditions,  showed  the  largest  proportionate  number  of 
cases.  They  were  distributed  as  follows: — 


Cases  notified. 


West  Ward  .. 
Central  Ward 
North  Ward  .. 
East  Ward  .. 
Victoria  Ward 
South  Ward  .. 


63 

48 

53 

72 

oo 

oo 

QO 

OO 


Total 


352 


There  were  removed  to  Hospital  322  cases. 


Diphtheria. 


There  were  38  notifications  of  Diphtheria,  which  is  the  same 
number  as  last  year.  In  1912  there  were  29,  and  51  in  1911.  d he 
disease  appeared  sporadically  and  at  intervals  and  was  for  the 
most  part  of  a benign  type.  The  cases  occurred  as  follows: — 


West  Ward  .. 
North  Ward  .. 
Central  Ward 
East  Ward  .... 
Victoria  Ward 
South  Ward 


Cases  notified. 

4 

1 

5 

16 

5 

7 


Total  38 

Owing  to  the  large  number  of  Scarlet  Fever  patients  at  the 
Hospital  it  was  impracticable  to  accommodate  all  the  above 
cases  and  only  thirteen  were  admitted. 

Enteric  Fever. 

There  were  16  notifications  of  Enteric  Fever,  compared  with 
26  in  1913,  7 in  1912,  and  26  in  1911.  The  cases  were  as  follows: 

1.  Female,  6 years,  East  Ward.  This  was  the  last  of  the  14 

cases  in  one  family  on  which  I reported  last  year. 

2.  The  next  case  was  a male  aged  33,  resident  in  the  Soutbj 

Ward.  He  was  notified  in  April. 

3.  In  May,  a male  aged  27,  was  notified  from  the  Central 

Ward. 

4.  In  June,  a male  26,  notified  from  the  East  Ward.  This 

case  proved  fatal. 

5.  One  case  in  July,  a male  33.  East  Ward. 

6.  A male  33,  East  Ward. 

7.  A male  39,  East  Ward. 

8.  A male  30,  South  Ward. 

9.  A female  28,  East  Ward,  wife  of  No.  7. 

10.  A male  39,  Central  Ward.  The  above  five  in  August. 

11.  A female  31,  South  Ward. 

12.  A female,  38,  East  Ward.  Both  in  September. 

13.  A female  28,  North  Ward.  In  October. 

14  and  15.  Two  sisters  18  and  14,  East  Ward. 

16.  A female  30,  Central  Ward.  Wife  of  No.  10. 
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There  was  no  apparent  connection  between  any  of  the  above 
cases,  except  of  course  those  who  occupied  the  same  house, 
nor  was  it  possible  to  discover  the  source  or  sources  of  infection* 
All  the  patients  were  removed  to  Hospital  because  in  a place 
where  the  dry-closet  system  is  the  rule  the  home  treatment  of 
Typhoid  Fever  cannot  be  carried  out  without  danger  to  the 
health  of  the  public. 


Tuberculosis. 


Consumption  first  became  compulsory  notifiable  at  the  begin- 
ning of  the  year  1912.  During  that  year  52  notifications  were 
received.  In  1913  the  number  rose  to  71,  and  last  year  reached  a 
total  of  99.  These  figures  mean,  if  they  mean  anything,*  that 
Consumption  is  becoming  increasingly  prevalent  in  this  district 
and  this  is  supported  by  the  fact  that  the  number  of  deaths  from 
the  disease  has  correspondingly  increased. 


Notifications.  Deaths. 


1912  

52  

19 

1913  

71  

25 

1914  

99  

36* 

* The  number  in  Table  III. 

is  39,  from  which 

three  deaths  of 

non-residents 

should  be  deducted. 

The  incidence  of  the  disease  in  the  various 

Wards  is  shown 

below : — 

Ward. 

Notifications. 

Deaths. 

West  

23  

5 

Central  

16  

6 

North  

14  

2 

East  

12  

7 

Victoria  

6 

O 

. . . O 

Soutn  

28  

13 

Totals  

99 

36 

It  will  be  observed  that  the  West  Ward  supplied  a number 
of  cases  out  of  all  proportion  to  its  population,  and  it  is  a 
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significant  fact  that  the  same  area  contains  a large  amount  of 
unsuitable,  insanitary  and  congested  property.  Notifications  of 
Tuberculosis  of  other  organs  numbered  48,  with  17  deaths. 

All  of  these  cases  are  visited  regularly  by  the  Lady  Health 
Visitor,  who  reports  to  me  any  sanitary  defects  she  may  find. 
Disinfectants  and  sputum  flasks  are  supplied  free  of  charge,  and 
houses,  bedding,  etc.,  are  disinfected  as  required. 

Fever  Hospital. 

The  past  year  has  been  a strenuous  one  for  the  staff  of  the 
Fever  Hospital.  The  number  of  admissions,  351,  is  largely  in 
excess  of  any  previous  year,  and  during  the  whole  period  the 
accommodation  and  resources  of  the  Hospital  were  taxed  to  the 
utmost.  The  work  of  the  Nursing  Staff  has  been  arduous  tand 
unremitting  and  has  been  done  with  a skill  and  devotion  quite 
beyond  praise. 

Not  everyone  realises  the  amount  of  labour  and  anxiety 
inseparable  from  the  nursing  of  large  numbers  of  little  children, 
many  of  them  mere  babies,  and  I have  no  hesitation  in  saying 
that  the  Matron  and  her  subordinates  are  entitled  for  their  splendid 
work  during  the  past  year  to  the  admiration  and  gratitude  of 
the  Council  and  of  the  public. 

The  Administration  Block  has  been  extended  by  the  addition 
of  a mess-room  and  three  bedrooms,  which  has  served  to  relieve, 
the  overcrowded  state  of  the  sleeping  apartments.  Further 
accommodation  is  needed  for  the  staff  of  the  Sanatorium,  but  it 
seems  unlikely  that  anything  will  be  done  in  that  direction  so 
long  as  the  war  lasts. 

The  Tuberculosis  Sanatorium,  which  belongs  to  the  Durham 
County  Council,  contains  sixteen  beds,  shortly  to  be  increased  tu 
twenty-four,  and  is  used  only  for  female  cases.  During  the  year 
eighty-nine  patients  were  admitted,  usually  for  a period  of  thirteen 
weeks.  Six  died  and  the  same  number  left  the  Hospital  in  worse 
condition  than  they  ^entered,  it.  The  remainder  showed  improve- 
ment in  greater  or  less  degree  and  nine  were  apparently  cured. 
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PART  III. 

GENERAL  SANITATION. 


Scavenging. 

The  Hebburn  Council  does  its  own  Scavenging,  which  has 
been  the  practice  for  many  years  past.  The  ash-clostes  are  cleared 
during  the  night  and  the  streets  and  lanes  are  brushed  in  the  day- 
time. Of  late  there  has  been  apparent  a tendency  to  revert  to 
the  former  custom  of  engaging  a contractor  to  carry  out  this 
work,  mainly,  I believe  on  the  ground  that  the  cost  under  the 
existing  system  is  excessive.  Whether  it  is  so  or  not,  I do  not 
pretend  to  know,  although  there  seems  to  be  no  good  or  sufficient 
reason  why  similar  work  should  cost  less  in  similar  districts  than, 
it  does  in  Hebburn.  At  the  same  time  it  must  be  remembered 
that  experience  has  shown  that  this  work  when  given  out  to 
contractors  is  seldom  carried  out  as  efficiently  as  when  done  by 
the  Council,  nor  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Sanitary  Authority, 
In  a dry-closet  district  such  as  Hebburn,  this  is  matter  pf 
first-class  importance,  and  it  is  greatly  to  be  hoped  that  no 
decision  to  alter  the  present  system  will  be  arrived  at  without 
the  most  careful  consideration. 

Streets  and  Lanes. 

There  has  been  a betterment  in  the  condition  of  the  streets 
since  the  time  of  my  last  report.  Minor  surface  repairs  have  been 
diligently  carried  out,  and  the  result  has  undoubtedly  been  a very 
considerable  improvement.  An  exception  has  to  be  recorded, 
however,  in  the  case  of  the  Argyle  Street  extension  through  the 
Colliery  to  High  Lane  Row.  From  the  top  of  Frederick  Street 
onwards  that  road  is,  during  wet  weather,  simply  a morass  of 
mud  and  almost  impassable  to  pedestrians.  


-o 
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Sewers. 

Tho  extension  of  Messrs.  Reyrolle’s  Electric  Works  brought 
the  building  close  up  to  an  open  sewer  which  begins  some  yardk 
north  of  the  railway  line  and  flows  through  waste  land  to  the 
river.  As  the  proximity  of  the  sewer  was  a dangerous  nuisance 
the  Council  undertook  to  have  it  covered  in  for  a further  part  of 
its  course,  and  that  is  now  being  done. 

The  open  ground  to  the  east  of  Tweed  Street  is  shortly  to 
be  sewered,  the  cost  being  shared  between  the  Council  and  the- 
owner  of  the  estate.  This  will  enable  the  land  to  be  utilised 
for  building  purposes,  and  so  assist  in  the  development  of  the 
district. 


Water  Supply. 

The  Sunderland  and  South  Shields  Water  Co.  provide  a 
constant  and  sufficient  supply  of  hard  pure  water.  A large 
number  of  houses  in  the  East  Ward  are  without  water  taps 
and  get  their  supply  from  stand-pipes  placed  at  intervals  along 
the  back  streets.  It  is  desirable  that  each  house  should  have 
an  independent  supply,  and  this  easily  and  cheaply  be  done. 

Slaughter  Houses. 

There  is  no  change  to  record  in  either  the  number  or 
condition  of  the  seven  slaughter  houses  of  which  three  are  used 
only  for  pigs. 

There  was  an  outbreak  of  food-poisoning  early  in  March, 
unfortunately  with  fatal  results  in  one  case.  The  cause  was 
evidently  some  boiled  pressed  beef,  which  must  have  become 
infected  during  the  process  of  preparation,  because  the  remainder 
of  the  piece  (some  seventy  pounds)  caused  no  ill-effects  when 
eaten.  The  condition  of  the  premises  and  the  general  arrange-* 
ments  of  the  establishment  were  such  as  to  render  bacterial 
contamination  during  the  preparation  of  the  meat  by  no  means 
an  unlikely  event.  It  was  impossible  to  obtain  a piece  of  the 
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meat,  but  bacteriological  examination  of  the  blood  and  organs 
of  the  deceased  man  disclosed  the  presence  in  enormous  numbers 

of  B.  Seeifsctifer? 


s< 


Housing. 


There  continues  to  be  a serious  dearth  of  suitable  housing 
accommodation  in  Hebburn  and  as  a result  much  overcrowding 
with  its  attendant  evils.  Forty  of  the  dilapidated  old  houses 
in  the  East  Ward  should  by  now  have  been  closed  and  demolished, 
but  for  the  fact  that  there  was  nowhere  for  the  occupants  to  go. 
The  whole  problem  of  Tuberculosis  is  wrapped  up  in  the  question 
of  housing,  and  the  great  and  increasing  prevalence  of  Tuber- 
culosis in  this  district  makes  the  matter  so  much  the  more 
urgently  important.  The  building  trade  has  been  in  a state  of 
depression  for  some  years,  so  that  there  are  now  actually  fewer 
houses  in  occupation  than  was  the  case  five  years  ago.  Thirty  - 
one  new  houses  were  built  last  year  and  there  is  a likelihood  that 
a gi eater  number  will  be  erected  shortly,  but  it  is  doubtful 
whether  private  enterprise  will  be  capable  of  dealing  with  the 
matter  satisfactorily.  During  the  continuance  of  the  war  municipal 
action  may  be  taken  as  being  out  of  the  question,  but  when 
the  country  has  settled  down  again  it  is  quite  certain  that 
housing  reform  will  demand  attention. 

A tabular  statement  of  the  work  done  under  the  Housing 
and  Town  Planning  Act  will  be  found  in  the  annexed  report  ofi 
the  Sanitary  Inspector. 

Disposal  of  Night-soil. 

The  ash-closets  are  emptied  during  the  night  and  their 
contents  carted  to  the  United  Alkali  Company’s  quay  to  be 
conveyed  to  sea  in  the  Company’s  hopper.  This  system  works 
satisfactorily,  provided  that  the  quay  is  not  occupied  by  some 
other  vessel,  and  that  the  weather  is  fine  enough  to  permit  the 
hopper  to  go  to  sea.  Otherwise  the  night-soil  has  to  be  tipped 
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on  to  the  ground  near  the  quay  to  be  lifted  again  when  con-* 
venient,  or  else  deposited  on  the  riverside  land  belonging  to 
the  Council.  This  only  happens  now  after  a spell  of  inclement! 
weather,  when  the  limited  accommodation  near  the  quay  has  been 
fully  made  use  of. 


Closets. 

During  the  year  the  Local  Government  Board,  in  a letter, 
directed  attention  to  the  desirability  of  substituting  the  water- 
carriage  system  of  refuse  removal  for  the  ash-closet  system. 
The  Council  considered  the  matter  and  decided  That  the  expense 
would  be  too  great  for  them  to  venture  to  undertake  such  a 
conversion  at  that  time.  The  estimated  cost  was  I believe  about 
Ten  Pounds  per  closet,  and  as  there  are  over  four  thousand  of 
them,  as  well  as  a few  ash-pits,  the  total  would  certainly  reach 
to  a formidable  figure.  The  change,  however,  is  so  desirable 
from  a sanitary  point  of  view  that  it  might  be  worth  considering 
whether  the  same  thing  could  not  be  done  piece-meal  and  street 
by  street. 

Military  Billets. 

Since  the  beginning  of  the  war  the  Local  Government  Board 
and  the  War  Office  have  issued  a series  of  circulars  emphasizing 
the  importance  of  co-operation  between  the  Military  Authorities 
and  the  Sanitary  Officials  in  districts  where  troops  are  quartered. 
In  Hebburn,  the  Artillery  Drill  Hall,  the  St.  Andrew’s  Institute, 
and  the  Boys’  Departments  of  the  Quay  and  New  Town  Council 
Schools  are  occupied  by  soldiers.  At  first  the  sanitary  arrange- 
ments at  the  Institute  were  altogether  unsatisfactory,  but  the 
Officer  Commanding  readily  agreed  to  carry  out  certain  alterations 
and  improvements  which  I suggested  and  there  is  now  nothing 
to  complain  about.  The  billets  are  regularly  inspected  and  ara 
disinfected  as  required.  Clothes  and  bedding  are  disinfected  at  the 
Hospital,  when  necessary,  for  verminous  and  other  conditions. 
Houses  containing  cases  of  infectious  disease  arc  placed  out  of 
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bounds  and  are  recognised  by  the  initial  letter  of  the  disease 
being  painted  in  2-feet  characters  on  the  door— a useful  practice 
which  may  with  advantage  be  continued  after  the  conclusion 
of  the  war.  There  have  been  no  cases  of  notifiable  infectious 
disease  among  the  men. 

The  following  pages  contain  the  statistical  tables  as  required 
by  the  Local  Government  Board  and  the  Reports  of  the  Sanitary 
Inspectors. 

I have  the  honour  to  be,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

E.  E.  NORMAN. 

Iiebburn, 

April,  1915. 


25 


Table  I. — Vital  Statistics  of  Whole  District  during 

1914  and  Previous  Years. 


Year. 

Population  estimated  to 
middle  of  each  year. 

Births. 

Total  Deaths 
registered 
in  the  District. 

Transferable 

Deaths. 

Nett  Deaths  belonging  to  the 
District. 

Uncorrected  Number. 

Nett. 

of  Non-Residents 
registered  in  the 
District. 

of  Residents  not 
registered  in  the 
District. 

Under  1 Year  1 
of  Age. 

At  all  Age 

Number. 

Rate. 

Number. 

Rate. 

I 

Rate. 

Rate  per 

1,000 

Nett  Deaths. 

Number. 

Rate. 

1909 

. . . 

• • • 

. . . 

. . . 

• • • 

• . . 

• ♦ • 

1910 

. . . 

• • • 

. . . 

. . . 

... 

• • • 

• • • 

. . . 

• • « 

191 1 

21766 

747 

747 

34*3 

318 

14-6 

9 

31 

94 

125 

340 

16-5 

1912 

22516 

756 

761 

337 

366 

16-1 

3 

36 

120 

157 

399 

1 7-6 

1913 

23580 

8ll 

813 

34-3 

3°9 

13’1 

0 

52 

98 

122 

361 

i5‘3 

1914 

23580 

784 

785 

33-2 

346 

14-5 

18 

35 

87 

110 

363 

152 

Area  of  District  in  acres  (exclusive  of  area  covered  by  watei) 

1354-4. 

Total  population  at  all  ages  • 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  

Average  number  of  persons  per  house 


21,766 

4,273 

5 


At 

of 


Census 

1911. 


Table  ll« — Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  Notified  during  the  Year  1914. 
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Table  IV. 


Infantile  Mortality  during  the  Year  1914. 

Deaths  from  stated  Causes  at  various  Ages  under  One  Year  of  Age. 


Cause  of  Death. 

Under  1 Week 

1-2  Weeks. 

w 

24 

<D 

a) 

> 

!> 

m 

<N 

C/3 

24 

<D 

CU 

£ 

i 

m 

Total  under  i 

Month. 

1-3  Months. 

3-6  Months. 

6-9  Months. 

g-12  Months. 

Total  Deaths 

under  One  Year 

- | Certified 

...  I ... 

* x j Uncertified 

( Small-pox  ... 

Chicken-pox 

J Measles 

Scarlet  Fever 
j Whooping  Cough 
Diphtheria  and  Croup 
Erysipelas  ... 

| T’berculous  Meningitis 
J Abdominal  Tub’culosis 
j Other  Tuberculous 
Diseases... 

Meningitis, notT  ubercul’s 
Convulsions 

Laryngitis  ... 
Bronchitis  ... 
Pneumonia  (all  forms). 

■ Diarrhoea  ... 

Enteritis 

Gastritis 

Syphilis 

Rickets 

Suffocation,  overlaying 
Injury  at  Birth 
Atelectasis  ... 

( Congenital 

Malformations 
Premature  Birth 
Atrophy,  Debility,  and 
\ Marasmus 

Other  causes 

I 

1 

■ 7 

2 

I 

I 

1 

2 

I 

I 

I 

1 

2 

18 

2 

2 

I 

1 

2 

3 

1 

I 

4 

• • • 

3 

1 

7 

1 

3 

I 

I 

I 

I 

3 

6 

1 

9 

1 

1 

1 

• • • 

1 

• » • 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

IO 

3 

3 

I 

1 

6 

1 

7 

5 

17 

2 

1 

• 3 

18 

7 

2 

1 

21 

2 

4 

0 j 27  | 8 

20 

14 

18 

| 87 

Births  in  the  Year  j 
Deaths  in  the  Year 


Legitimate 

Illegitimate 


•••  757 

...  27 

*7 
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Annual  Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the 
Year  1914,  for  the  Urban  District  of  Hebburn, 

on  the  administration  of  the  Factory  and  Workshop  Act,  1901, 

in  connection  with 

Factories,  Workshops,  Workplaces  and  Homework. 


I. — Inspection. 


Including  Inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors  or  Inspectors 

of  Nuisances. 


Premises. 


Number  of 
Inspecti’ns 


Number  of  Number  of 
Written  Pro- 
Notices.  secutions 


Factories  (including  Factory 

Laundries) 


4 


Workshops  (including  Workshop 

Laundries) 


9 


Workplaces  (other  than  Outwork- i 
erpremises  included  in  parts 
3 of  this  report) 


7 


Total 


20 
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II. — Defects. 


Particulars. 


Number  of  Defects. 

id 

u 

T3 

a 

u 

§ 

0 

0 

e 

0 

<D 

g 

<-+-H 

X 

<D 

a 

£ 

£ 

0 

in 

G 

HH 

Nuisances  under  the  Public  Health  Acts — 

Want  of  Cleanliness 

Want  of  Ventilation 

Overcrowding 

W ant  of  drainage  of  floors  ... 

Other  nuisances 

Insufficient  sanitary  accommodation... 

Unsuitable  or  defective  ,, 

Not  separate  for  sexes  „ 

Offences  under  the  Factory  & Workshop  Act  : 

Illegal  occupation  of  underground  bake- 
houses ... 

Breach  of  special  sanitary  requirements 
for  bakehouses  ... 

Other  offences  (excluding  offences  re- 
lating to  outwork  which  are  included 
in  Part  3 of  this  report 

Total  ... 


2 


2 


Number  of 

Prosecutions. 
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1 1 1 . — H 0 M E WO  R K. 


Nature  of  Work. 

Wearing  Apparel — (i)  Making,  &c. 

(2)  Cleaning  and  washing 
Household  Linen 

Lace,  lace  curtains  and  nets 

Curtains  and  Furniture  hangings 

Furniture  and  upholstery  ... 

Electro-plate  ... 

File  making 

Brass  and  brass  articles  ... 

Fur  pulling 
Cables  and  chains 
Anchors  and  grapnels 
Cart  gear 

Locks,  latches  and  keys  ... 

Umbrellas,  &c. 

Artificial  flowers 

Nets,  other  than  wire  nets 

Tents — Rug  & Mat  Makers,  women  ... 

Sacks 

Racquet  and  tennis  balls  ... 

Paper  bags  and  boxes 

Brush  making .. . 

Pea  Picking  ... 

Feather  sorting 

Carding,  &c.  of  buttons,  &c. 

Stuffed  toys 

Basket  making 

Chocolates  and  Sweetmeats 

Cosaques,  Christmas  crackers,  Christ- 
mas stockings,  &c.  ... 

Testile  weaving 

Total 


3 


3 


3i 


IV. — Registered  Workshops. 


Workshops  on  the  Register  at  the  end  of  the  year 

Number. 

Bakehouses 

4 

Dressmakers’  Workshops 

2 

Joiner 

I 

Milliners’  Workshops 

3 

Plumbers’  Workshops 

i 

Tailors’  Workshops 

2 

Total  number  of  workshops  on  register 

12 

V.— Other  Matters. 

Class. 

No. 

Matters  notified  to  H.M.  Inspector  of  Factories: — 

Failure  to  affix  Abstract  of  the  Factory  and  Workshop 
Act  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Action  taken — Notified  by  H.M.  Inspector  ... 

Reports  (of  action  taken)  sent  to  H.M.  Inspector  ... 

Other 


Underground  Bakehouses: 

Certificates  granted  during  the  year 
In  use  at  the  end  of  the  year 
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REPORT  OF 

INSPECTOR  OF  NUISANCES 

For  the  year  ended  December  31st,  1914. 


To  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

Sir, 

I submit  to  you  my  Fourteenth  Annual  Report  of  the  work 
done  in  my  department  for  the  year  just  ended. 

One  of  the  most  pressing  matters  that  has  occupied  my 
attention  during  the  period  under  review  was  that  of  over- 
crowding, which,  no  doubt,  does  exist  to  some  extent,  although 
I do  not  admit  all  that  has  been  said  on  the  subject.  However, 
during  the  year  it  has  been  prominently  brought  to  my  notice 
by  our  Health  Visitor,  who  seems  to  be  of  the  opinion  that  if 
there  are  more  than  three  persons  per  room  it  is  overcrowded. 
The  average  size  of  our  one  and  two-roomed  houses  is  1782 
cubic  feet  per  room ; allowing  three  persons  per  room  this  would 
mean  594  cubic  feet  per  person.  We  have  very  few  back-to-back 
houses  in  the  district,  so  that  the  question  of  bad  ventilation 
scarcely  affects  the  matter.  I enclose  a list  of  houses  which  I 
consider  to  be  the  worst  cases  of  overcrowding. 

Houses  are  still  very  scarce  in  the  district,  but  a slight 
improvement  has  taken  place  in  respect  to  the  number  of  houses 
as  well  as  to  the  accommodation  of  those  built  and  being  built. 

Whether  the  Council  will  care  to  embark  in  a Housing 
Scheme,  during  the  crisis,  is  for  them  to  consider.  No  doubt 
they  will  remember  what  took  place  a few  years  ago  when 
rows  of  houses  were  standing  empty. 
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Overcrowding. 


The  following  table  shows  the  worst  cases  of  overcrowding 
giving  the  rooms,  adults,  children,  cubic  capacity  per  room  and 
per  person. 


No. 

Rooms. 

Adults. 

I 

I 

3 

2 

2 

4 

3 

I 

5 

4 

2 

3 

5 

2 

5 

6 

2 

5 

7 

I 

2 

8 

2 

4 

9 

4 

7 

IO 

2 

3 

1 1 

2 

6 

12 

2 

3 

J3 

2 

2 

H 

2 

2 

J5 

2 

2 

16 

2 

4 

17 

2 

3 

18 

2 

5 

19 

3 

5 

20 

2 

2 

21 

2 

3 

Children 
under  12 
years. 

Cubic  feet. 

Cubic 
feet  per 
person. 

1760 

586 

3 

1717 

3Sl 

1 

2160 

432 

4 

J633 

325 

2 

3756 

623 

3 

4560 

570 

3 

2584 

5i7 

4 

3654 

457 

5 

6412 

534 

4 

3768 

538 

4 

4J32 

4J3 

8 

4640 

422 

6 

4340 

542 

5 

3584 

512 

6 

357° 

446 

5 

3857 

429 

6 

4438 

493 

5 

3042 

3°4 

7 

4226 

352 

6 

3724 

485 

6 

3990 

443 

Nuisances. 

I have  served  351  informal  notices  and  32  formal  notices 
for  the  abatement  of  nuisances.  In  seven  cases  summonses  werq 
applied  for  and  granted,  but  when  the  cases  were  brought 
before  the  Justices  they  were  adjourned  for  one  month  to  give 

the  defendants  an  opportunity  to  abate  the  nuisances,  which  was. 
done,  and  I have  had  very  little  trouble  since. 
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The  following  are  the  Wards  in  which  the  notices  were 
served  and  the  number  for  each. 


Informal 

Formal 

Notices. 

Notices. 

West  Ward  

72  

6 .... 

Central  Ward  ... 

99  

....  14  .... 

North  Ward  

62  

6 .... 

East  Ward  

35  

4 .... 

Victoria  Ward  . . . 

18  

South  Ward  

65  

2 .... 

351 

32 

Sum- 
monses. 
. 4 


Common  Lodging  House. 

There  is  one  lodging-house,  the  same  as  last  year,  it  contains 
36  beds.  The  lodgers  are  mostly  men  employed  in  the  factories 
in  and  about  the  district.  During  the  year,  the  whole  building 
has  been  thoroughly  repaired  outside  and  inside,  all  the  out- 
buildings pulled  down  and  rebuilt,  yard  re-laid  and  additional 
sanitary  conveniences  provided,  and  might  now  be  described  as 
a little  model. 

Ash-pits,  Ash-closets,  and  Water-closets. 

You  will  notice  that  the  reduction  of  ashpits,  and  ash-closets 
is  very  small  owing  to  the  Closing  Orders  made  in  the  East) 
Ward  not  having  been  put  in  force,  for  the  reason  that  houses 
could  not  be  got  for  those  who  were  to  be  removed. 

In  the  North  Ward  three  ashpits  were  converted  into  six 
ash -closets,  in  Victoria  Ward  one  ash-closet  was  replaced  by 
one  water-closet,  in  the  West  Ward  three  ash-closets  were  altered 
to  three  water-closets,  in  the  Central  Ward  two  ash-closets  into 
two  water-closets,  and  the  same  number  in  the  South  Ward. 

The  new  water-closets  are  31,  corresponding  with  the  number 
of  new  houses  built  and  occupied. 
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The  following  shows  the  number  of  sanitary  conveniences 
of  each  description : — 


Ash-pits. 

Ash-  closets 

W ater- 

closets. 

Total. 

West  Ward 

9 

5°8 

57 

574 

Central  Ward  ... 

703 

23 

726 

North  Ward 

761 

H 

775 

East  Ward 

16 

775 

10 

801 

Victoria  Ward  ... 

2 

528 

7i 

601 

South  Ward 

18 

798 

108 

924 

Total 

45 

4°73 

283 

4401 

Disposal  of  Night-soil. 


There  have  been  collected  13,635  tons  of  nightsoil  and  dis- 
posed of  in  the  following  manner: — 

By  the  United  Alkali  Co.’s  Hopper  to  sea  ...  11,655 


On  Council  Quay  and  Farm  Land  1,980 

Tons  13,635 


The  number  of  tons  which  were  tipped  at  the  hopper  and 
had  to  be  re-filled  was  704,  this  was  owing  to  the  hopper  being 
either  at  sea  or  bad  weather,  or  had  to  be  removed  to  make 
room  for  some  other  vessel.  Whatever  the  Council  may  event- 
ually decide  as  to  the  disposal  of  the  night-soil,  I think  that 
the  present  system  is  far  from  satisfactory,  and  the  roadway 
is  a perfect  disgrace  to  all  concerned. 
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During-  the  year  the  Council  decided  that  night-soil  of  any 
description,  or  from  any  district,  was  not  to  be  deposited  on 
any  farm  land  within  their  boundary.  Their  decision  has  been 
faithfully  carried  out,  although  at  least  one  person  has  made 
application  to  have  that  resolution  rescinded,  which  was  not 
agreed  to. 

Slaughter  Houses. 

The  number  of  slaughter-houses  remain  the  same  as  last 

o 

year,  namely,  seven.  Four  for  butcher  meat  and  three  for  pork, 
I have  found  little  to  complain  of  in  the  way  in  which  the  business 
is  conducted  or  of  the  cleanliness  of  the  premises.  There  are 
in  addition  to  these,  three  sTiops  from  which  home  Ted  meat 
is  sold,  the  killing  being  done  in  another  district. 

There  are  fourteen  shops  from  which  foreign  meat  is  sold, 
that  is  three  less  than  last  year.  In  three  cases  I had  to  warrj 
the  occupiers  as  to  the  cleanliness  of  the  premises,  otherwise' 
I have  always  found  everything  satisfactory. 

Cowsheds,  Dairies,  and  Milkshops. 

These  remain  the  same  as  in  the  previous  year.  I reported 
some  time  ago  in  reference  to  the  North  Farm,  matters  are  not 
so  bad  as  they  were  at  that  time,  the  weather  being  much  colder, 
but  I am  still  of  opinion  that  something  definite  ought  to  bq 
done  before  the  summer  comes  again,  and  so  save  complaints 
being  made  by  the  surrounding  inhabitants,  who  I think  had 
good  cause  for  the  action  they  took  and  no  doubt  will  take  again. 

Domestic  Factories  and  Workshops. 

There  are  thirteen  workshops  in  the  district  which  I visit 
from  time  to  time,  and  generally  find  them  clean  and  kept  in 
an  orderly  condition. 

You  will  see  that  there  is  an  addition  of  bakehouses,  but 
thev  are  of  a very  small  nature  and  doing  a very  small  business. 
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The  following  is  a list  of  the  trades  carried  on:— 

Bakers  4 

Dressmakers  2 

Joiner  1 

Milliners  3 

Plumber  1 

Tailors  2 

i3 

The  outworkers  are  the  same  as  last  year,  namely,  three. 
They  a re  employed  by  a firm  whose  business  is  in  another 

district.  They  are  employed  in  the  making  of  rugs,  mats,  etc. 
1 have  always  found  them  clean  and  in  good  health  and  anxious 
to  comply  with  any  suggestions  1 may  make. 

New  Houses  Built  and  Occupied. 

The  number  of  new  houses  built  and  occupied  during  the 
year  was  31,  and  are  situated  as  follows: — 

Self-contained.  Flats.  Total. 

North  Ward — 

Whiteburn  Street  5 

Makendon  Street  6 

Victoria  Ward — 

Ain  Street  2 

Hedgfeley  Road  4 

South  Ward— 

Wellington  Street  12 

Victoria  Road  West  2 

19  12—31 

New  houses  in  course  of  erection  or  for  which  plans  have 
been  passed,  they  are  all  to  be  self-contained  and  of  good  design: 


Makendon  Street  6 

St.  John’s  Avenue  8 

Victoria  Road  West  2 

Tweed  Street  13 


29 
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Housing  and  Town  Planning  Act. 


Under  the  above  Act  468  houses  have  been  inspected,  148 
were  dealt  with  under  Section  17,  the  remainder  under  Section  15 
or  the  Public  Health  Acts. 

The  number  for  which  closing  orders  were  made  was  29. 
All  these  were  vacated  and  thoroughly  repaired  and  are  now 
again  occupied. 

Under  Section  15  there  were  137  houses  dealt  with,  the 
most  of  which  are  either  repaired  or  being  so,  all  the  others  were 


dealt  with  under  the  Public  Health  Acts. 

Tabular  Statement  of  Action  taken. 

Number  of  houses  inspected  under  Section  17  468 

Number  of  houses  represented  as  being  unfit  for 

human  habitation  148 

Number  of  Closing  Orders  made  bv  the  Local 

Authority  31 

Number  of  houses  made  fit  after  the  Service  of 

Closing  Orders  33 

N umbei  of  houses  the  defects  in  which  were 

remedied  without  Closing1  Orders  137 

Orders  to  execute  work  under  Section  15  16 

Defects  remedied  under  Section  15  133 

Voluntary  demolition  by  owner  20 

Closing  Orders  remaining  uncomplied  with  Dec. 

31st,  1914  20 

H ouses  for  which  Closing  Orders  should  have  been 

made  20 


I herewith  enclose  a statement  of  the  action  that  has  been 
taken  under  the  Act  of  1909,  and  also  the  number  of  houses 
built  and  those  that  have  gone  out  of  occupation. 
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Year. 

Houses 

Inspected. 

Houses  reported 
as  unfit  for 
Habitation. 

Representations  to 

Local  Authority  with 

a view  of  closing. 

Closing  Orders 

made. 

Defects  remedied 

without 

Closing  Orders. 

Dwelling  houses 

made  fit  after 

Closing  Orders. 

Houses  Built. 

1910 

32 

32 

30 

30 

2 

8 

10 

19H 

74 

26 

31 

26 

32 

37 

I 

1912 

95 

20 

27 

27 

37 

24 

I 

1913 

552 

124 

49 

27 

22 

7 

17 

/ 

1914 

468 

148 

3i 

31 

137 

33 

31 

1221 

35° 

168 

I4I 

230 

109 

60 

Houses  that  have  gone  out  of  occupation. 


Lyon,  Cuthbert,  Bewick,  and  William  Streets  and 

Prince  Consort  Lane  

Lyon,  and  Caledonian  Lane  

Charles  Street  

P-  Pit  Cottages  

High  Lane  Row  


Health  Visitor. 


20 

2 

9 

5 

40 

76 


Much  useful  information  has  been  given  and  defects  reported 
by  the  Health  Visitor,  whose  duties  are  mostly  inside  the  houses, 
and  who  sometimes  can  detect  faults  which  a male  might  not 
notice  or  find  some  difficulty  in  mentioning. 

The  number  of  notices  received  from  her  was  182,  dealing 
with  various  matters,  such  as  window  cords,  window  and  door 
fasteners,  damp  roofs  and  walls,  scullery  sinks,  gutters  and  spouts,, 
floors,  ovens,  yard  paving,  overcrowding,  etc.,  etc.  These  defects' 
have  been  attended  to  in  many  cases,  and  the  others  will  be  so, 
as  early  as  possible. 
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Summary  of  Work  done  in  the  Inspector  of  Nuisances 
Department  during  the  Year  ended  December  31st,  1914. 


Public  Health  Acts. 

Informal  Notices 

served. 

Formal  Notices 

served. 

Nuisances  Abated 

after  Notices. 

Foul  Conditions 

93 

7 

90 

Structural  Defects  ... 

137 

J7 

*33 

Overcrowding 

iG 

3 

H 

Lodging  Houses 

2 

• . . 

2 

Dairies  and  Milkshops 

I 

• . . 

1 

Cowsheds 

I 

• • • 

1 

Bakehouses 

2 

• • • 

2 

Slaughter-houses 

3 

. . . 

3 

Ashpits  and  Privies  ... 

6 

• • . 

4 

Deposits  of  Refuse  and 
Munure 

21 

l9 

Water-closets 

9 

• • • 

9 

Defective  Yard  Paving 

5 

. . . 

3 

Defective  Traps 

9 

2 

9 

No  disconnection  from 
Sewers 

9 

• • « 

9 

Other  Faults 

13 

• • • 

13 

Water  Supply 

2 

• • • 

2 

Pigsties 

3 

* * ♦ 

3 

Animals  improp’ly  kept 

7 

• • • 

7 

Gutters  and  Spouts  ... 

12 

3 

12 

Totals 

351 

32 

336 

I am,  Sir,  Yours  truly, 

R.  S.  THOMSON,  A.R.S.Inst., 

January  22nd,  1915.  Inspector  of  Nuisances. 
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Report  of  Assistant  in  the  Health 

Department. 


To  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Sir 


I submit  to  you  a report  of  the  work  done  in  connection  with 
Infectious  Disease,  which  has  been  carried  out  by  me  under  the 
direction  of  the  M.O.H. 


During  the  year  there  were  434  cases  notified  under  the 
Notification  Acts  of  1889  and  1899,  as  follows: — 


Scarlet  Fever  353 

Enteric  Fever  16 

Diphtheria  38 

Erysipelas  27 


There  were  352  patients  removed  to  the  Isolation  Hospital 
out  of  a possible  407.  The  following  table  shows  the  Wards 
where  the  cases  were  removed  from: 


Notifiable  Disease. 

West. 

Central. 

North. 

— 

East. 

Victoria. 

| South. 

Total  No.  of 
each  Disease 

Scarlet  Fever. . . 

58  44 

47 

70 

29 

74 

322 

Enteric  Fever 

3 

i 

9 

. . . 

3 

16 

Diphtheria 

2 

2 

7 

I 

2 

H 

Total  for  each  Ward 

6°  47 

50 

86 

30 

79 

352 

42 

There  were  56  patients  isolated  at  home  as  follows: — 


Notifiable  Disease. 

West. 

, 1 

Centra.l.  jj 

North. 

East. 

Victoria. 

South. 

Total  No.  of 

each  Disease 

Scarlet  Fever... 

5 

4 

7 

2 

4 

9 

31 

Diphtheria 

2 

I 

3 

9 

4 

5 

24 

Suspected  Diphtheria 

I 

• • • 

I 

Total  for  each  Ward 

8 

5 

IO 

1 1 

8 

H 

56 

Precautionary  methods  were  adopted  in  each  of  these  cases, 
which  involved  a great  amount  of  responsibility  so  far  as  to  the 
effectual  isolation,  which  in  many  cases  could  not  be  carried 
out.  In  the  month  of  August  an  order  came  out  that  all  doors 
had  to  be  marked  with  the  letter  to  show  from  what  disease  the 
house  was  infected.  This  had  a good  effect  as  to  checking 
contacts.  This  order  is  still  in  force  and  probably  will  be  until 
the  end  of  the  war. 

Frequent  visits  were  made  to  these  houses,  bills  of  instruction, 
together  with  disinfectants  were  served.  When  the  patient  was 
declared  clear,  the  room  and  other  parts  of  the  house  were  disin- 
fected, the  bedding  and  all  clothing  removed  to  the  disinfector 
and  the  thorough  disinfection  of  the  room  accomplished. 

In  every  case  the  School  Attendance  Officers  were  kept 
informed  where  children  were  attending  school. 

Erysipelas  cases:  the  houses  were  visited  and  disinfectants 
served. 

There  were  412  houses  disinfected  after  Infectious  Disease 
and  407  lots  of  bedding  removed  to  the  Steam  Disinfector.  It 

c"> 

was  found  necessary  in  one  case  to  destroy  the  mattresses  and 
the  owners  were  compensated  for  same. 
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Compensation  was  paid  through  a case  of  Scarlet  Fever 
arising  in  a house  where  the  occupier  carried  on  a small  business. 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  is  having  the  strictest  attention  of 

the  Health  Department  in  the  precautions  to  be  taken.  Sputum 

flasks  are  given  out  at  the  Office  with  Izal,  and.  it  behoves  all 

patients  to  be  supplied.  Where  one  has  died  the  bedding  and 
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all  clothing  are  removed  to  the  disinfector  and  disinfection  of 
the  house  must  be  carried  out.  This  applies  to  Non-Pulmonary, 
The  work  in  connection  with  this  disease  has  gradually  developed. 

I have  made  1512  visits  to  houses  where  there  were  these 
Infectious  Diseases  during  the  year. 

The  disinfection  of  houses  has  always  been  carried  out  with 
the  spray  method.  Formalin  being  used  in  all  cases. 

Precautionary  methods  were  adopted  in  the  Army  quarters 
at  St.  Andrew’s  Institute  by  spraying  with  Formalin  and  disins 
fecting  bedding  and  clothing  when  required. 

I trust  I have  carried  out  my  duties  to  the  satisfaction  of 
all  concerned. 

I am, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

W.  NUTT. 


